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Abstract
The Abstract summarises the main points of your report in 150 or fewer words. It is written in a single paragraph using past tense, following the sequence of the information you provided in your full report. It begins with the aim of your research project (in this model report, to test a prediction relating to the value-expressive function of attitudes), the problem addressed (is there a relationship between basic and higher order values and attitudes towards your chosen issue), the participants (x number first year university students), the method (correlational research design), the findings (the statistical significance, direction, and size of any correlations), and the conclusion. It is best to write the Abstract last. It should be in enough detail to allow the reader to decide if they want to read the full report. References are not needed in the abstract.


A Twelve to Fifteen Word Title Goes Here and Mentions the IV and DVs of Your Study in the Report
 (Exactly as it appears on the Title Page)
This first paragraph of the introduction to your Laboratory Research Report should introduce your topic, state its significance, and make a start at defining the relevant constructs. Specifically you should cover what Values (e.g., Schwartz, 1992) and Attitudes (Ajzen, 2001) are, perhaps leaving a more comprehensive definition of values until the next paragraph, and talk about the functions that attitudes may serve – that is, a value-expressive function (Katz, 1960; Maio & Olson, 2000). Remember, it may not be possible to define absolutely everything, but you need to define the key constructs (e.g., basic human values, higher order values). Conclude paragraph one with the aim of your research project.
As your laboratory research report has greater scope, you should take this opportunity to revise your research proposal introduction and add more detail where possible. It is suggested that over the next 2-3 paragraphs you need to both explain your concepts (e.g., more detailed explanation of values and an overview of the value expressive function of attitudes), and also critically review the evidence for the link between values and your chosen attitude issue (e.g., Schultz & Selezny, 1999). Remember to use the past tense now that you have conducted your research.
The important thing to note for your own report (and proposal) is that you need to make some evidence-based arguments for your predictions, which will come at the end of this section in the form of hypotheses. This evidence should come from both theory and previous empirical findings, and it needs to be clearly described appropriately referenced. Therefore, it would be expected that you critically evaluate the relevant starting readings, and some other research. Critical evaluation means going beyond a summary of the research, and providing an informed opinion about it.
For your final paragraph you should state your specific predictions in the form of hypotheses using the past tense. Remember if you are making hypotheses, you should not only state one direction, given that we are examining correlations. For example, you should seek to write something that not only covers “that persons higher on X should be higher (lower) on Y”, but rather “that persons higher on X should be higher (lower) on Y, and persons lower on X should be lower (higher) on Y”. In the case where you are making predictions about two higher order values, and their basic values, it may be suitable to streamline your hypotheses into a couple of statements, each statement containing both higher order values, and their respective basic values.
Method	Comment by Alexandra Alipan: The Method section begins straight after the introduction to the project. In this section, you describe the details of how your study was conducted, providing the reader with enough information to judge the validity of your procedures and allow replication the study. Details that are not important for replication should not be included (e.g., time of day, what type of pencils the participants used, etc.). The entire Method section should be written in past tense. No words are to appear between the method and participants subheading. Refer to section 3.6 of the APA manual (7th ed) for specifics on writing the Method.

Participants
Describe how many participants were in the study and how they were recruited. In this study a convenience sample of x number first year La Trobe University students was used. 
Materials
Here you will describe the Twenty Item Values Inventory (Sandy et al., 2016) – include this reference in your reference list. Include the number and response format of the items in this measure. Indicate how scores were totaled, and what low and high scores mean.
Here you will describe your measure of attitudes which was the target of your research (use a separate paragraph for describing each measure). Include the number and response format of the items in this measure. Indicate how scores were totaled, and what low and high scores mean. State that a copy of the attitude measure is available in Appendix A (you should include this after the reference list). 

Procedure
	Describe the procedure of the study. Explain exactly what the participants did and in what order. Summarise the instructions you provided to participants. 
Results
The Results section begins straight after the Method section without starting a new page. Firstly, you should state the analysis you conducted on your data. In this model report it was a correlational analysis using Pearson’s product moment correlations. This is the same analysis you will be conducting in your own report. Then you should introduce the summary of the results of this correlational analysis using a correlation matrix. This should look something like the matrix depicted below. 

Table 1
Write a Suitable Heading for Your Table Here
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	M
	SD

	1. Attitudes to xxyy
	-
	
	
	
	
	

	2. Basic Values 1
	
	-
	
	
	
	

	3. Basic Values 2
	
	
	-
	
	
	

	4. Basic Values 3
	
	
	
	-
	
	

	5. Higher Order Values
	
	
	
	
	
	


Note. Report the direction in which constructs were measured.
Indicate the N = (total number of participants), and indicate with * the correlations that are significant (*p < .05, two tailed).

Immediately after you have presented your table you should describe what it shows. Do not simply restate the correlation coefficients. Instead, comment on the pattern of significant correlations in relation to your predictions. If you do not have any significant relationships between your IVs (Values) and DV (Attitude measure), still describe the size of the effect and direction of relationship. For these cases, explicitly state that this/these relationship(s) were not statistically significant. For the correlations relevant to your hypotheses, state the direction of the relationship and an estimate of the effect size using Cohen’s (1992) guidelines. 
Discussion
The first part of your Discussion section should review the hypotheses you announced in the introduction. Then you should clearly state which hypotheses (if any) were supported by the data– those are the ones that were found to be statistically significant. So, you would write some statements about your hypotheses being supported (all were, lucky you!), partially supported (some were, others were not), or not supported (oh well, that’s science I guess!).
In this second part of the Discussion section you should discuss your findings in relation to the theory which you were testing (value-expressive function of attitudes) and the results of past studies. If the results are not consistent with predictions that would be made from Values to Attitudes, or with the results of past studies you should discuss possible reasons for any differences. It is important that you do not make any claims that you have proved or disproved research involving Values and Attitudes. Rather, mention the level of support your results provide for the theory. This section is rather important as it allows you to comment on the contribution of your study to the existing theory and research in the area.
	Finally, your Discussion section should evaluate the validity of your study. Discuss any limitations in your participant selection, data collection method, and the content of your attitude scale. What problems would need to be fixed before you or someone else runs another version of this study? You should certainly mention that demonstrating correlation does not prove that values led to the attitudes to your societal issue, but rather how it may support the theory. You may also want to propose future research to follow up on specific findings or limitations of your research project. Importantly do not turn this paragraph into a laundry list of everything that did not go right with your study, but rather highlight how it can be improved, and what those improvements should lead to.
	The Discussion section is less rigid in format than the other sections of the research report. You have more freedom here to discuss any relevant issues pertaining to your study. You will be judged on the extent to which you have considered your results in relation to other studies, the logic of your arguments, your knowledge of scientific method, and the quality of your expression. As with all assignments, the “secret” of getting a good mark is to draft and redraft until your final product reads like a professional piece of writing. Ask someone else who is not enrolled in the subject to do a final proof-read of your report before submission.
Be sure to end your Discussion section with a paragraph summarising the study and the contribution it has made to knowledge in the field. This paragraph should reflect the content of all you have discussed previously and should not introduce any new issues.

References	Comment by Alexandra Alipan: Remember to only include sources cited in text in the reference list!
American Psychological Association (2020). Publication manual of the American Psychological Association (7th ed.). Washington, DC, USA: American Psychological Association. 	Comment by Alexandra Alipan:  You do not need to cite the APA manual in text so do not need to include it here.
Author, A. A. (Year). Title of book. Publisher.
Author, A. A., Author, B. B., & Author, C. C. (Year). Title of article. Title of Journal, Volume(Issue), pp - pp. https://doi.org/XXXX

To review guidelines for citations of articles that you have read in text and how to list them in the References section at the end of the essay, refer to the APA manual, Library Referencing tool, the FSTE First Year Survival Guide, or the other resources discussed in class. It is ok to google APA format questions but remember to ensure that you are looking at 7th edition APA as it is the latest edition. 
Take note of the "hanging indent" style for references. The easiest way to create hanging indents is to type your references without worrying about indentation and when you are finished, select all the references at once, right click, select ‘Paragraph’ and then select ‘Hanging’ from the dropdown menu under Specia in the Indentaion section. Click Ok. 
The following resources can be utilised to assist you with APA 7th formatting:

https://latrobe.libguides.com/psychology/referencing (updated to APA 7th). 
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/apa_style/apa_formatting_and_style_guide/general_format.html
https://extras.apa.org/apastyle/basics-7e/?_ga=2.10638836.1119392371.1583720494-151985929.1583720494#/lessons/cn3Cb6ANDrUSP9p-iF74eaXCwYJfJJV- 
American Psychological Association (APA). The Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association (2019). 7th ed. Washington, DC: American Psychological Association.


Appendix A

A typical student report would not have an appendix, but for this research report you should place your attitude measure here so the marker can view it. (e.g., “Participant instructions and the full attitude survey are available in Appendix A”).

Scale Measuring Attitudes to CCCCC.
Please indicate your level of agreement with each of the following statements by circling Strongly agree (SA), Agree (A), neither agree nor disagree (N), Disagree (D), or Strongly Disagree (SD).  

1	xxxx.
SA	A 	N 	D 	SD

2	xxxx.
SA	A 	N 	D 	SD

3	xxxx.
SA	A 	N 	D 	SD

4	xxxx.
SA	A 	N 	D 	SD

5	xxxx.
		SA	A 	N 	D 	SD

6	xxxx.
SA	A 	N 	D 	SD

7	xxxx.
SA	A 	N 	D 	SD

8	xxxx.
SA	A 	N 	D 	SD

9	xxxx.
SA	A 	N 	D 	SD

10	xxxx.
		SA	A 	N 	D 	SD
